
Equality Vines and YWCA Metropolitan Chicago Team Up to Release  
Respect Rosé and Respect Old Vine Zinfandel in Support of Women’s Empowerment  

Respect wines arrive on the heels of Equal Pay Day 
 

Guerneville, CA and Chicago, IL — April 13, 2018 — Spring is here, and with summer on the 
way, Equality Vines, the world’s first cause wine portfolio dedicated to equality for all, and 
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago, a leading women’s organization, have released Respect Rosé 
and Respect Old Vine Zinfandel in honor of women’s empowerment. The Respect Rose is 
available for $32 a bottle and the Respect Old Vine Zinfandel is $40. Both wines are available 
for purchase at https://shop.equalityvines.com/ywca. A percentage of every bottle sold goes 
back to YWCA Metropolitan Chicago to continue their efforts to bring respect and empowerment 
to all women everywhere. The wine can also be purchased in the tasting room at 16215 Main 
St. in Guerneville, CA.  
 
“YWCA Metropolitan Chicago is proud to be partnering with the team from Equality Vines to 
bring this amazing Rosé and Zinfandel to those who support our mission to eliminate racism 
and empower women,” said Dorri McWhorter, CEO of YWCA Metropolitan Chicago. “When 
businesses, such as Equality Vines, and consumers, such as wine lovers, join together for a 
cause, they can be a powerful force in changing the world!”  
 
“YWCA Metropolitan Chicago does great work to positively impact the lives of women and 
families, and Equality Vines is honored to partner with them on this wine to help fund their many 
services and advocacy work, “ said Jim Obergefell, co-founder of Equality Vines. “Women 
deserve equal rights, equal pay, and equal opportunity, and this new wine allows customers to 
participate in making that a reality.” 
 
This 2017 Rosé of Pinot Noir comes from historic, award-winning, Giusti Estate Vineyards, in the 
heart of the Russian River Valley. Harvested in September, 2017, the berries were direct pressed, 
with 2 hours of skin contact. Fermented and aged in Neutral French oak for 6 months, then racked 3 
times prior to bottling and cold stabilized. Dry finish, with beautiful tones of dark cherry, lavender, 
and hints of strawberry. Crisp and balanced, Respect Rosé provides the perfect transition from 
spring to summer. 
 
Winemaker Doug Hackett crafted the bold old Zinfandel from a 95-year old Dry Creek Valley 
vineyard as a tribute to those heroes who stood their ground against bigotry and hate. The 2016 
Stonewall Old Vine Zinfandel features big fruit flavors of boysenberries, brambleberries, ripe 
blackberries and dark chocolate. Aged for 26 months in all-American oak barrels gives the wine a 
wonderful spice and a lengthy finish. 
 
About Equality Vines 
Equality Vines is the world’s first cause wine portfolio dedicated to equality for all people. For 
every bottle of wine sold, Equality Vines makes a donation to an organization dedicated to the 
fight for equality, with each line of wine supporting a different equality cause. The Love Wins line 
of wines supports LGBTQ non-profits, the Suffrage Series supports women’s rights, and future 
series will support other equality causes. The portfolio is inspired by Dr. Marilyn Shultz, the aunt 

https://shop.equalityvines.com/ywca


of Equality Vines co-founder Matt Grove, who in 1971 led the class action sexual discrimination 
lawsuit against NBC and its affiliates that ultimately re-shaped the company. Equality Vines will 
release special Dr. Marilyn Schulz Tribute Wines that honor individuals involved in the fight for 
equality. The first wine in this special series, Love Wins Cuvee, honors Equality Vines Co-
Founder Jim Obergefell and his late husband John Arthur for their legal fight that ended with the 
2015 landmark Supreme Court decision Obergefell v. Hodges, bringing marriage equality to the 
entire United States. For more information visit. http://www.equalityvines.com or call 707-604-
5795. 
 
About YWCA Metropolitan Chicago 
Founded in 1876, YWCA Metropolitan Chicago is a social enterprise committed to eliminating 
racism, empowering women, and advocating for gender equity and inclusion through pursuit of 
three empowerment priorities: 
 

● Safety and Wellness; 
● Education and Training; and 
● Economic Sustainability 

 
As a leading association of YWCA USA, YWCA Metropolitan Chicago impacts over 200,000 
women and families annually through holistic programs in and around Chicago as well as online 
initiatives available to women across the country including the #NotThatComplicated 
(notthatcomplicated.org) pay equity initiative; Women’s Health Exchange 
(womenshealthexchange.org), YShop (yshop.org) e-commerce platform, and Myrtle’s Club 
(myrtlesclub.org) childcare provider purchasing club. Located in the third-largest City with the 
third-highest percentage of women in the U.S., YWCA Metropolitan Chicago serves as a 
national incubator for innovative programming, outreach and engagement in a diverse racial, 
economic and education environment. The organization also is an active member of many 
national, state, county and city-level coalitions, representing the interests of and advocating for 
policies that positively affect women and families. 
 
  
 
 


